Four friends in Lelluxa Valley

(Early Years)

Far far away, in a distant land, there is deep, beautiful valley called Lelluxa Valley. Four friends of mine live there, called Ġeru, Fina, Faru and Żrinġi. Would you like to know more about them?

Ġeru is still a small puppy. He likes to keep his things always neat and after he plays with a game he puts everything in its place. He likes to ask a lot of questions to know what he has to do. For example:

“Mum, what am I going to wear today?”

“Dad, do I brush my teeth?”

“Teacher, do we get out the pencil?”

Fina is a small and quiet tortoise. Do you know her grandma? Her grandma raced rabbit and she won. Do you know that story? Fina likes books a lot, especially story ones. She also likes to write in pencil a lot.

Faru is a little mouse. He doesn’t like to talk or write a lot. But he is very good in fixing things with the hammer and screwdriver! As long as he is left to work alone!

Żrinġi is a little naughty frog. She likes to be different from others. For example, recently she had to draw a horse and she coloured it purple to be different from the other children’s in the class. Żrinġi doesn’t behave like the other frogs that eat flies. Her best friend is the fly.   

Aren’t they cute, Ġeru, Fina, Faru and Żrinġi? 

So now that we got to know these four friends, let’s go and play with them in Ms Warda’s classroom. Ms Warda is their teacher and Ġeru, Fina, Faru and Żrinġi really love her. They all like to learn new things.   

Today Ms Warda is telling them about Lelluxa Valley, the place where these four friends live. “In the middle of the valley,” she said, “there used to flow a stream. The water used to flow among the trees and reach up to the sea. And do you know that dinosaurs used to live here? These were very, very big animals. Then something happened and all the dinosaurs died at once. And the water all dried up and only that little pond that we find in the middle of the valley is left…! Up to this day nobody knows exactly what happened…”

Ġeru, Fina, Faru and Żrinġi really enjoyed listening to this lovely story. “But what  happened to the dinosaurs?” Ġeru asked Ms Warda. Fina said that once she found a book about dinosaurs and it really had nice pictures. Żrinġi ran up to the computer that there was in the classroom and used KIDPIX to draw a dinosaur. Faru said that he wanted to build a wooden dinosaur!  

Before the school bell rang, Ms Warda told the children that as homework they either write, or draw or they do something nice about Lelluxa Valley. They were free to do what they liked, as long as they put in their best effort!

But Ġeru was really worried! He thought that he didn’t understand exactly what he had to do for homework. So he went up to the teacher, Ms Warda and asked her a lot of questions:

“What do we have to do?”

“Do we have to look up pictures?”

“Do we do our homework on the green or yellow copybook?”

“Can I ask someone to help me?”

Ms Warda, very patiently, explained to him. “You can, for example, write some sentences, or ask your grandma to tell you about Lelluxa Valley in the past!!” After he was sure that he understood exactly what he had to do, he went happily home!

After he drank some milk and ate some bread, he went to his room. He used to keep his room very clean and tidy. Ġeru always liked to finish his homework early. He immediately went to ask his grandma to help him and she started telling him about Lelluxa Valley in the past. Who knows what Ġeru will do?

Fina did not do like Ġeru. Do you remember? She likes to read and write a lot. After school, Fina asked her mother so they go together to the library of Lelluxa Valley. There she found many, many books about Lelluxa valley. Some of the books were very old, they were covered in dust and half of them were torn. But the new books smelled nice and had many beautiful pictures. She really liked to look through their pages! And she remained there for quite a long time, until it got dark. Who knows what Fina will come up with?! 

Faru didn’t do anything like Ġeru and Fina. Do you remember Faru well? Our friend the mouse did not like to read or write so much but he didn’t give up! Not at all. As he reached the hole where he lived he remained alone, quietly, for some time and then went to his friend, the Cheese and went inside it so nobody would disturb him. His mother heard him bang, knock, paint and cut. Who knows what Faru is coming up with!?   

Żrinġi did not do like Ġeru, neither like Fina nor like Faru. Żrinġi used to like creating new things so her homework will be different from the other children’s in the class. On her way home she started thinking about many nice things. She thought: “I know what to do: I’ll draw some trees or flowers who live in the valley. No…I won’t do that: I’ll find some pictures on dad’s computer… and she remained pondering until she reached home. Her friends who saw her talking to herself started to laugh but Żrinġi did not pay any notice! First she took her camera that she got on her birthday and took a couple of pictures. Then she went home and started to draw with her colouring pencils some flowers and trees that used to grow in the valley. Who knows what Żrinġi will come up with!  

Saturday and Sunday went by and the children of Lelluxa Valley went back to school. As they entered the classroom and sat down, Ms Warda told them: “Let’s see what you did?”

Ġeru brought with him some very old photographs that his grandma gave him and he stuck them neatly on a paper. He went up to the teacher and started telling them what his grandma told him and showed them the photographs one by one. The photograph that the children liked most was the one when Ġeru’s grandpa slipped and fell in the pond in the middle of the valley! And in the photograph he was more like a chicken than a dog! Once he was ready, his friends started clapping!

Fina brought with her the most beautiful books that she could find in the library and showed them to the children. She showed them the best pictures that she found in these books. On her homework copybook, she wrote some sentences, as Fina liked to write a lot. She wrote a sentence on how many animals used to live in Lelluxa Valley. She wrote another sentence on how many flowers there were in Lelluxa Valley and another on how many flies, bees and spiders there were. She really enjoyed writing! Her friends clapped a lot as well!

Żrinġi was jumping in her seat because she was very happy. When it was her turn, she went out proudly and showed her friends the picture she had drawn. It was really beautiful and she used very nice colours. But this was not enough! She brought with her three jars: one of them was filled with water from the pond, the other with the soil of the valley and the other, according to Żrinġi, was filled with the fragrance of the flowers that grew in the valley. And it was true! When they opened the jar a very nice smell came out! The children clapped a lot! 

Only Faru remained to show what he had done. He built a big tree in wood and plasticine. Then he painted it and it really came out nice. The other children were surprised at how good Faru was at using tools. And even though he did not like to write, he still wrote the word ‘tree’ in red paint! Well done Faru! Even he received a lot of clapping.    

Ms Warda was very proud and happy with the children of her class. “Do you see children,” Ms Warda told them, “even though everybody did different things, all of you did very beautiful things!

Ġeru found a lot of pictures and he made them nice and tidy.

Fina wrote very beautiful sentences.

Żrinġi thought of many things. She drew a picture and brought the jars.

And Faru made that tree and he tried to write as well!

And it is good that everyone did something different so that now, when I put up your work on the wall and on the desk, they will look much more beautiful than if everyone did the same thing!”
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